Prenatal toxicity of heptachlor in albino rats.
Exposure of the cyclodiene insecticide heptachlor at 1/8 and 1/4 LD50 to male and female albino rats before mating affected fertility in both sexes. A decrease in implantations, serum oestrogen and progesterone levels and increase in resorptions in the females was observed. However, no histological changes were observed except for few atretic follicles in the treated females. In males, a dose-dependent significant decrease in the sperm count and coagulating gland fructose levels was observed, with marginal degeneration of seminiferous tubules. These results are indicative of the prenatal toxicity of heptachlor in male and female rats.